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LIFE'S LIKE THAT

By FRED NEHER

"Yonrellwanmcrmetomke-ymnu...mdo
you like yours?”

Hearings

on Gas

Price Wars Leave
Issue in Doubt

By VINCENT THOMAS
Assemblyman, 46th District
Mr. and Mrs. Average Con-

sumer have an understandable
interest in the prices of their
every-day necessities, Most
such prices change slowly,
though there has been a gradu-
al upward trend in ‘recent
years. Gasoline, that vital
motor fuel, seems to have been
a major exception ot the gen-
eral price situation. Sporadic
gas price wars have popped up
here and there over the state
during the past several years,
and consumers have benefited
for short periods.

Independent gasoline retail

ers grew increasingly Dbitter
about the effect of these wars
on their operations, Their asso-
ciations have insistently de-
manded some kind of legisla-
tive enactment to control or
prevent such wars. As a result,
the Assembly Interim Commit-
tee on Manufacturing, Oil, and
Mining Industry made an 18-
month study of the problem.
Its report and recommenda-
tions have just been released.

DURING ITS many hearings
around the state, the commit-
tee heard at length from indi-
vidual station owners, associa-
tion spokesmen, and represen-
tatives of both large and small
petroleum companies doing
business in many ways, In its
report the committee states
that much of the testimony
was inconclusive, and even con-
tradictory.

At these hearings, major oil
companies were accused of
controlling retail gas prices. It
was alleged that prices are
fixed to keep competition by
independent oil companies to a
minimum. It was argued that a
dealer in a major brand has a
very short business life if he
does not follow company
prices.

Dealers complained that
major companies act together
in price fixing, and should be
subject to anti-trust prosecu
tion, but no actions have been
started, The unfair prac!lcel

law forbids selling below cost
in order to injure competition,
but nothing has been done un-
der that law, either, it was

claimed.
© . .

COMPANY spokesmen con-
troverted all these accusations,
and offered much evidence to
prove that they have no foun-
dation in fact.

As a result of its study, the
Committee concluded that no
legislation providing for state

| supervision of gasoline mar-
| keting to stop price wars

should be enacted in our 1963
session. “In the absence of an
adverse effect on the general
public welfare, and in the ab-
sence of a conclusive demon-
stration that illegal practices
are currently being followed,
new legislation respecting mar-
keting practices in the gasoline
industry is not warranted at
this time,” the report said.

The Committee said that ob-
viously gas price wars have a
bad effect on the many people
in the business of selling gas
at retail. Despite this, it could
pin-point no principal cause or
persistent group of causes for
the wave of gas price wars
which has crossed the state.
Each such war seemed to be
triggered by a different set of
factors,

. .

MAJOR GAS producers prob-
ably exercise substantial power
over the price of gasoline sold
by their own retailers, the
Committee concluded, but no
conclusive evidence was dis-
covered as to whether or not
such producers have conspired
to fix uniform prices. It was
also found that dealers could
get freedom of control under
present law to fix their own
retail prices.

The Committee report gives
us another example of how
careful interim investigation
can save us all some major
controversial headaches at our

1963 session.
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SLICED OR HALVES

F&P CLING
PEACHES

no. 2'2 [ 4
can

DESERT KING

GRAPEFRUIT
JUICE

46-0z. z [ 4
can

MA PERKINS

NEW
POTATOES

no. 300 I o:
. can :

WONG’S
FROZEN CHINESE FOODS

Egg Roll or

Sweet & Sour Pork reg. pkg. 49‘

Fried Rice—Pork Chop Suey—
Chicken Chop Suey —

Shrimp Chow Mein — 3 [
Egg Foo Young reg. pkg. 9

P g T TT—
# Rl oo

i a7 B

DOYLE SPRINGS

. 9 YEAR OLD

STRAIGHT

' BOURBON
. $939

full fifth

ARIZON'S FINEST—PALE DRY

Elder Brav Beer
6 Ya -qt. 99‘
cans

ORIGINAL FORMULA—LONDON DRY

FINLEY’S GIN %298

CASHEW DATE

COFFEE CAKE 59c¢

TOPPED WITH WHIPPED CREAM

CHERRY TARTS 2 for 31c

REGULAR 35¢ LOAF BREAD

DUTCH CRUNCH 29c

cans

RED SOUR PITTED

SUPREMA
CHERRIES

no. 303 s‘
cans

REFRESHING

F & P FRUIT
COCKTAIL
no. 303 sl

Sty SRS D

-

FOR LIGHT P

ANCAKES
ALBER'S FLAPJACK MIX

2 s 3%

IMITATION
TROPICAL MAPLE SYRUP

batle 49c

I.eo's

BETTY CROCKER

GIFFORD'S PROCESSED

3"035 98C Ib.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

reg.pkg.

gavmgg

12-0z.
cans

»

R .

46-0z.
can

Chipped Beef

HAM, CORNED BEEF,'SPICY BEEF,
DARK OR WHITE TURKEY

39«
Pizza ‘. 35°¢
American Cheese |

‘:ﬁf' 49‘ a..a;vaé'.:?.'} ‘\:::ppodl wd
I

MOGEN DAVID STRICTLY KOSHER
BOLOGNA or SALAMI

SWISS CHEESE  ¢% 98c.5‘

?,"

| PICTSWEET

5 PEAS, CUT CORN,
MIXED VEGETABLES,

CUT BROCCOL! SPEARS

Congational
aolection,
quality and

SN

WHOLE KERNEL

REEN GIANT
NIBLETS ?-

29

PURE QUALITY

WESSON

SALAD OIL
wo By e

NUTRITIOUS

LIBBY
TOMATO JUICE

YR ST WD

FROZEN

10-oz.
pkgs.

o qruw-




